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BO PELINI:

“It’s ridiculous”
If Bo Pelini was in charge of the
NCAA, what changes would he
make to the recruiting process?
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n late July, the University of Washington made national headlines
when the Huskies were able to land a potential five-star quarterback
who’s been labeled by some scouts as a can’t-miss prospect.
The San Diego product’s name is Tate Martell – and he’s
14. The eighth-grader can’t sign with Washington until the year
2017. He’s probably not even shaving yet, but Martell is just
a part of a long list of examples of how football recruiting has
changed over the last decade.
With an increase in social media and “TMZ”-like media
coverage of recruits, more and more high school prospects are
speeding up their recruitment and committing to schools early.
While Martell might be an extreme case, there are a number
of high school juniors and even some sophomores right now
currently committed to BCS programs.
Ask Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini, and he will tell you
it’s a problem.
“It’s ridiculous, it’s not good for the kids,” said Pelini.
“It’s not good for them academically, it’s not good for them
financially...I could sit here and give you 50 reasons why it’s not
good; it’s going towards basketball, which is a mess!”
In June of 2010, the NCAA passed a rule stating that colleges
were not allowed to send official football scholarship paperwork
to a prospect until August 1st of their senior year. The rule was
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supposed to help slow the recruiting process and to avoid more
and more underclassmen committing early to programs.
It didn’t work.
Now, Nebraska must change its recruiting tactics.
“We don’t know the answer. We want to slow this thing down.
We don’t want to offer a ton of sophomores right now, but guys
are starting to trim their list down. So we kind of have to,” said
Nebraska recruiting coordinator Ross Els. “When you watch a
great guy as a sophomore you think, ‘I would love to watch him as
a junior,’ but now we have to get in on him, because he’s going to
narrow his list down and we won’t even get a shot or a visit.”
So why is the rule not helping the problem?
Els says it’s because most programs offer a player through
their high school head coach – similar to what Nebraska does.
While the offer can’t be official, a head coach tells his player an
offer will be coming down the road from the program.
The rule also doesn’t stop a college coach from verbally
offering a player prior to August 1 of their senior year, but
technically a verbal is just that. It’s been reported before that a
player thinks he has a certain offer from a program, but it never
actually arrives in the mail.
“We would love to slow it down, but no one has come up
with a good way to do it yet, so until then, we are going to

speed up ours,” said Els.
Fox Sports NEXT shows Nebraska has extended 40 known
offers to class of 2014 prospects as of August 10, with many
more likely not reported.
Because of the Huskers’ location, Nebraska is at a major
disadvantage vs. programs such as USC, Texas, Ohio State and
Florida. Because of a lack of quality Division I players in the state of
Nebraska, the Huskers are forced to look out-of-state for recruits.
Here is the problem.
Official visits, which are visits paid by a school, cannot
happen until September 1 of a prospect’s senior year. While
schools like USC can get the L.A. prospects to hop on a bus or
Ohio State can ask a kid from Youngstown to make a short drive
on his own dime, to get a player to Nebraska from the five major
recruiting states can be expensive. It’s why official visits were
created, but if players are committing before schools can dish
out the money so the player can see a game-day atmosphere, it
doesn’t really do any good.
“You’re going to get five (officials) either way, so why not let
them take them when they want to take them?” said Nebraska
head coach Bo Pelini.
“To me they should be trying to slow it down, and if you are
going to try to get kids to do it earlier, let’s let them take visits
when they are sophomores or when they are juniors. So we can
pay for them and get their parents out there.”
Until the rule is modified, if at all, Nebraska will continue to
recruit kids who are committed to other programs, but are looking,
in hopes they will take an official visit despite their commitment.
“If he wants to visit he ain’t committed anywhere, whether
it’s us or somebody else,” said Pelini. “Now you see different

types of commitments - a solid commitment, a soft verbal, what
does that even mean? It’s ridiculous, you are either committed or
you are not. It’s like you get engaged but are still looking around;
it doesn’t work that way.”
The Nebraska head coach also would like to see the NCAA
loosen up its policy regarding how much can be paid for by a
school on an official visit.
Currently, rule section B13.6.2.2.1 reads like this: “Friends
or relatives may not receive cost-free transportation unless they
accompany the prospect at the time the prospect travels in an
automobile to make an official visit.”
Pelini’s thoughts, “You see a kid going around on campus
without his parents, be it our place or some other place, and he
gets caught up in the emotion of it and he says, ‘I’m committing,’
He gets home and his parents say, ‘The heck you are.’
“Who would let their kid go see where they are going to
spend the next four years of their life and not be a part of that?
It’s crazy. But a lot of them can’t, because they can’t afford it. So
if the NCAA would let you, at the very least, fly one parent with
the kid, you would have less of the situations that we see.”
So, under NCAA rules, can anything help Nebraska have an
easier time on the recruiting trail? A talent increase in the state
would help.
“If you could just get five kids versus two, it would be huge.
I think there are some kids that are coming down the road, but it
hasn’t been real solid lately,” said Pelini. “It seems like maybe
the way Omaha has gone a little bit hurt us. When you don’t have
a big population base to start with you are going to go through
some years like that. At the same time, though, we have brought
in some walk-ons that have been big contributors.”
n

BIGREDREPORT.COM 27

